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1. Infatuation 
2. Domination
3. Romanticisation
4. Consumation
5. Humiliation
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Perth Water Precinct Plan
Shaping the Swan Rivers Future

Greg Comiskey – Town Planner



The river breathes 
Water levels rise and fall with the rain and tides

Fringing vegetation cleans and oxygenates water as it enters the river 
The river cools Perth as it flows to the sea



Perth Water?



What is Perth Water

A place of noongar 
spirituality

A gathering place The lungs of the City 



What is the Perth Water 
Precinct Plan?

To guide future use, activities and development within Perth Water



What is the Perth Water Precinct Plan



Cross 
Government 
Policy

• City of Perth
• City of South Perth  
• Department of Transport
• Metropolitan Redevelopment 

Authority
• Tourism Western Australia
• Town of Victoria Park
• Western Australian Planning 

Commission
• Department of Biodiversity, 

Conservation and Attraction



A few simple 
questions

What do you want to 
see on Perth Water?

















A Community Discussion

• Prior to drafting the Precinct Plan
• Web based community consultation
• Focussed workshops 

• Noongar community
• Local interest groups
• Government stakeholders



Key Consultation 
Themes

Let the river 
breathe

See, touch, 
experience 
river life

Celebrating 
culture and 
community

More ways to 
get across and 
around the 
river

A network of 
lively places 
and tranquil 
spaces





A network of lively places and tranquil spaces



Better Ways to get across and around the river



See touch and experience river life



Let the river breathe



Celebrating culture and community



Some interesting 
Stats

• 2187 unique users
• 695 unique ideas generated
• 503 responses to specific 

questions posed



Messages from 
consultation

1. Unique WA tourism offerings
2. A mix of intensive and serene places
3. Expanded public ferries
4. Sympathetic, low-impact uses 
5. Concern and confusion around the  

WA Powered Sports Area’s exclusive 
use area

6. Work to restore the river's health
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Messages from 
consultation

6. Respect and celebrate Noongar 
spirituality and connection

7. Better co-ordination and 
management

8. Genuine engagement of the 
community

9. Softer foreshore treatments
10. Protect and celebrate the public 

open space around the foreshore
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What's Next

Additional Noongar workshops are planned to assist in the development of 
the Precinct Plan

Respond to  key policy issues as required

A draft precinct plan will be released for public comment early 2019
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