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Summary 
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What’s liveability got to do with drainage? 
 
Water Corp/Dept of Water new approach to drainage 
 
What does all this mean for our stakeholders? 



Liveability… 
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…all of those things that make a place somewhere people want to live, 
communities flourish and businesses choose to invest. 
 
To be long lasting and resilient, a liveable city or region must consider the 
needs of future generations and use systems thinking to understand and 
respond to shocks and long-term change. 
 
From: Water Services Association of Australia (WSAA) Occasional paper no 31- Liveability indicators 
for the urban water industry. 



The Water Corporation’s role in 
supporting liveability 

 

4 

“To me liveability is absolutely 
fundamental to what we do at the 
Water Corporation – it’s right there in 
our purpose ‘sustainable management 
of water services to make WA a great 
place to live and invest’.  
  
It’s about doing core business better, 
linking the water cycle together, 
understanding our customer and 
stakeholder needs and using this 
insight to drive our decision-making, 
and leveraging our assets to make 
them even more useful to the 
community” 
 
Ashley Vincent, A/CEO 
4 April 2017 
 



Drainage as a “wicked problem” 

• Multiple agencies responsible for 
different aspects 

• No clear link between land 
planning decisions and drainage 
water quality 

• Legacy contamination issues 

• Combination of open channels 
and closed pipes 

• Groundwater and surface water 

• Not a “closed” system 

 



Community perspective 
(The West Australian 10th April 2017) 
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Opportunities for enhanced 
outcomes from drainage assets 

Identified as an area to improve 
outcomes, drainage has been a 
focus for collaboration between the 
Water Corporation and Department 
of Water over the last 18 months –  

 

Opportunities for Water Portfolio 
(OWP) Project 

 



Drainage Partnering Agreement 
- Beyond regulatory compliance 

Based on Alliance management 
principles of shared responsibility 
for outcomes. 

 

• Shared vision  

• Principles 

• Behaviours 

 

“Beyond regulatory compliance” – 
Sue Murphy 

 



What does this mean?  

• Greater alignment of advice from Water Corporation and the 
Department of Water. 

 

• Recognition of the greater role of Water Corporation “beyond 
regulatory compliance” in contributing to liveability outcomes. 

 

• A proactive approach to stakeholders and opportunities for 
improved drainage outcomes.   

 



Living/urban streams: a joint approach 



Official launch of the Drainage 
for Liveability Program 
https://www.watercorporation.com.au/drainageprogram 
 

https://www.watercorporation.com.au/drainageprogram


Drainage for Liveability Program 

• We are looking for ways to facilitate these proposals 

 

• When considering proposals, identify and manage risks 

 

• Public safety, occupier liability, maintenance requirements and 
operation licence conditions will continue to be met 

 

• Management agreements will be drafted to address these 

 



Russell St Compensating Basin, 
Morley 



Wellington Pde, Yokine 

 

14 



What’s possible 
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What next? 

• Publication of joint WC/DoW guidance on living streams – 
aimed for workable, pragmatic and consistent advice; 

 

• Drainage Leadership Group to meet and prioritise other joint 
guidance notes; 

 

• Invitation to local authorities to submit proposals for Drainage 
for Liveability Program  

 

• Russell St Morley Comp Basin 

• Wellington Pde Yokine Comp Basin 

• Morley Galleria redevelopment 

• Wungong living stream 

 



Questions? 


